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“Is it December already?” 
December has felt a little off. Not bad or wrong, just different. In 
the US the Christmas “spirit” kicks off as soon as Halloween is 
out of the way. Thanksgiving is celebrated but it is really just a 
half way point to Christmas. By the time Christmas rolls around 
typically we have had so much “spirit” we can’t wait for the mu-
sic, Christmas specials and bargain shopping to stop.  
In Paraguay it is hot, in the 100’s hot. You wouldn’t know that it 
was Christmas time except for a few billboards and a Papa 
Noel with his creepy looking elf in the mall. Christmas eve every 
one celebrates with their families with a late meal, 10:00 or 
11:00, and at midnight they shoot off fire works. It was fun to watch, next year I definitely want to 
do that. We have had a great time together as a family but things were just different this year.  
 
The church continues to do well. We have had an average attendance this month of 63. It was 
down a bit because many people travel and visit family the weekend after Christmas. On the 6th 
we had a fellowship meal with the Centro congregation pictured above. We are going to start Janu-
ary with a big push on evangelism. With the merger of the two congregations, the building pur-
chase and move we have not focused on evangelism as much as we should. Things are settling 
down and we can turn our attention to more important work.  
 
We have settled into the building. There are smaller projects around the building that we hope will 
keep momentum and excitement up and a sense of ownership. The men have not decided which 
plans to use for the future of the property. The architect is a member of the church and she has 
been doing a lot of work for the church. This has really helped the team and the congregation get 
an idea of the possibilities. It is looking like we may be able to get seating for three to four hundred 
people. The building process can be done in stages as needed.  
 
We have arrived at a new stage in our Spanish classes. We have finished our second study book. 
The first two books lay down a foundation and now we are building up. Verb tense upon verb tense 
a little sentence structure and a lot of vocabulary. The kids are receiving some instruction also. 
This is to prepare them for starting school in February. It is great to hear them speak Spanish. At 
dinner one night Josiah decided that we were only going to speak Spanish. They were very quite 
for dinner.  
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
December began with a milestone birthday for me.  
The big 30!  I got to celebrate by going on a date 
with my husband for the first time in 4 months.  A 
few weeks later, the kids were excited to find Santa 
Claus (Papa Noel), but Josiah was confused be-
cause he didn't speak English and of course a 
bunch of questions followed.  The Paraguayan 
families celebrate on Christmas eve with a big fam-
ily dinner, followed by fireworks at the stroke of mid-
night.  Like most North American families, our chil-
dren were all snuggled in their beds way before midnight!  Thankfully, when the fireworks went off, 

the kids stayed asleep, even if it did sound like World War 3 in 
the streets! Christmas day we joined the other team members 
for lunch and enjoyed a typical "American" brunch menu, with 
pancakes and syrup from the U.S. and biscuits with gravy!   
 
Many of the church members travel during this time of year 
with it not only being summer break for school, but a time to 
visit their families outside of the city.   One Saturday, many of 
the ladies got together at the church building and made Christ-
mas cookies.  One congregation from the states sent money to 
purchase clothing and toys for the orphanage in Limpio and the 
youth made individual boxes for the children and delivered 
them. 
  
This has been a memorable first Christmas and New Year in 
Paraguay and we look forward to many more!  Have a blessed 
2010!  
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December Highlights  
 
Fellowship meal: On the 6th we shared a meal with the Sacramento and the Centro congrega-
tions.  
 
Cara turned …: Cara had her birthday also on December 6th. Yes I did remember and no I won’t 
tell you that she turned 30.  
 
Limpio Orphanage: Clothing and toys were purchased for the children in the Limpio Orphanage. 
A congregation in the states sent funds for this specific purpose.  


